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Rodman Muse 44

AT AGLANCE
| Length 41§t 4in (12:60m)
Flat out 30.4 knots
Test engines
Twin 370np Volva IPS500
Price from £351,300 inc
LUK AT (370np IPS500)

Coming in at a great price, the new Muse 44 is finely finished, packed with
IPS power and boasts three proper cabins. So where are the compromises?
Text: David Marsh Photos: LesterMeCarthy il
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Rodman Muse 4< |

{ you were asked to name the builders of the world’s most refined and highly polished

powerboats, you could be forgiven for not mentioning Rodman, This Spanish company are

renowned for designing and building high-speed commercial craft, plus a range of small

rugged sportsfishing boats. They have budlt flvhridee cruising boats befare, namely the

Rodman 38,41 and 56, However, it wasn't until they launched the Fulvio de Simoni-designed

Muse 54 [ MBY June 2007) that they propelled themselves wholeheartedly intn

the glamorous, quality end of the market. pitching themselves against the likes of Sunsecker

and Azimut,

Now they have followed with a 44. Despite the strong competition, Rodman have not

plaved safe with their new beat. It shares the Muse branding, so presumably it's trying to
emulate its bigger sibling’s impressive qualitv. That's o tall order for a voluminous boat that isa
whisker under £400.000. It also has three non-bunlk-bed cabins. Few flvbridge boats under 46ft
( 14m} have three full cabins, simply because it's o difficull tusk to squeeze them all in without
severely compromising some other area. And the Muse 44 is propelled by Volvo's [P5 drives, These
are no longer new, but compared with 1PS sportscruisers, [PS flybridge boats are still a
comparatively rare sight (see p94 for our first drive of another ),
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‘Rodman Muse 45

Three for the price of two

For many buvers, the Muse 44% muke-or-break feature will be its three non-
burk-bed twin cabins. The big surprise is not that Rodman have got three
cabins in— it's more that whatever similarly priced tri-cabin boat you pitch it
against, the 44 emerges smelling of roses, Princess’s 45 has an exception ally
well-halanced layout inside, but its third cabin is in less accommeodating bunk-
bed form. In theory, Bénéteau's competitively priced shafidrive Antarés 13.80
is'a fine three-cabin rival. However, although it is an owstandingly practical
boat and roomy too, 1t lacks the Spanish boat's singular glamour and its
exceptional build qus lous rival.

More likely is Astondoa’s stylish [PS-propelled 42 Fly,
This Spanish boat also has a pair of good fwin-berth cabins
[ MBY June 20081, but its saloon feels far less roomy and
practical than the Muse 44, Plus, its forward cabin feels
cramped compared with its rival. And Nard Wesl's
wonderful 42 matches the Muse 44's quality and detailing,
bt its saloan is an order of magnitude smaller.

How lave Rodman pulled off the trick? Well, Volvo had
a helping hand. Fitting Volve's [PS500 under the cockpit
has allowed the designers to scak up all the hull length they
need 1o incorporate three good cabins and two ensuite heads. Significantly,
Rod man have not abandoned the lazarette, just meaved it forward from its
normal ‘shaftdrive’ position under the cockpit. It now lives between the cabins
and the enginernom. For me, this is a crucial point. Despite the rumours, [PS
does not magically create whole cabing’ worth of extra space inside a boat. It's
miore accurate o say that it allows designers to redistribute the spaces. Like
Redman, | think it is vital to not entirely sacrifice essentials such as the
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For many buyers,

the Muse 44’s make
or-break feature will
be its three non-brnk-

bed twin cabins

Every nook and cranny used
to maximise stowage, Helm
seat-base hides two good lockers.

lazatette [or ever-more accommodation, especially on a crulsimg boat Carrymg
the p;;r,_l.p]:a_\rnuliu that up to six resident adulis accumulate,

One other significant feature makes all the difference 10 the suceess at the
Muse 447 [aveut: i1s greal palley. Even on larger boats, gatley-up layouts are
often 111|_d|,-L|-L at |w\|' becanse the cabin beneath has tovsteal great chunks of
whal you'd been hoping would be usel ful stowage behind the forward |ocker
doors far its headroom. 5o, with no eve-level lockers to call upon either, the
remaining stowage 18 often very limited,

O the 44, though, Rodmin have excelled. There are two lavge, shallow
compartmentalissd p-opening lockers at the front of the
palley, over the cabin, All the crockery and cutleryand
E400,000 deal, are held
securely in compartmentalised lockers and drawers in the
big unit opposite the dinetle, The large dining talsle alsa
hides a Jeup botile Jicker. These three thilngs make all thie
difference, frecing what remaining drawers; lockers and
fiddled shelves there are for the usual culinary'elutter. Let’s

glasses, which are part of the

not farget the unmatched benefits of gatley-up layouts a
hetter social life for the chel, plus thi ability to cngage the
autopilol, and make a cup ol tea and grab a sandwich from
the fridue, while still maintamning a safe lo ot from below

What this all adds up o is @ good, sociable, warkable interion The 44 gives
voua three fine two-person cabins with heaps of stowage and good headroom
and berth sizes; nsurprisingly good galley, plus 4 large
saloon dinette and seating area, So far it's full marks o Rodmin and Fulvio de
Simone for dishing up a remarkable three-cabin interior that dowsn't appear
be comprom ised in any way, even though it's only 446 6in (| 3.60m] long,
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: Impressive behind-the-
scenes delailing: crockery
and cutlery included,
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i Ensuite heads has the most
finely engineered sliding
door runners we've seen.

Tall dash looks imposing, but it
never intrudes on the view out.

Rodman's outstanding joinery is
particularly in evidence in saloon, but
still just as good in the cabins.
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 good stowage for . i good berth sizes and generous
the saloon. — ; 3 stowage (starboard shown).















